[Validity of smoking histories].
Validity of smoking histories was investigated retrospectively in 185 cases of lung cancer, which are compensated as occupational diseases. We used the files inquiry of the occupational disease declarative statement, primary physicians information, information from the post-exposure medical surveillance examinations, and the files of the former company physicians as data sources. From these, the smoking status was determined and compared with single data sources. Self-reported information during post-exposure medical surveillance examinations tallied well (deviation: 6.5%), whilst physicians' information was lacking in 34.6% in (former) smokers. We propose improved sensitisation of physicians to the problem of nicotine dependence.